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introduction

In the Sentence Completion Test the subject is asked to
complete a sentence of wh ich the first word or words are

lect is willing to give, not that which he cannot help giving.
Analysis is usually more similar to that used with the Them-
atic Apperceprion Test to Word Association Method. As in
other projectjve devices, it is assumed that the subject refle-
cts his own wishes, desires, fears and attitudes in the sent-

In contrast to the usual objective tests, the sentence com-
pletion method has the distinct advantage of providing free-
dom of response instead of forcing the subject to answer
‘Yes' or ‘No’ or “#'. He Can response the stimulus as he wants.
In add ition, the nature of the test is somewhat designed and
it is less clear to the subject, what constitute ‘good’ or ‘bad’
answer. He cannot man ipulate the answers.
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Sentence beginnings vary. It may start from third person
such as ‘He’, ‘She’ or the use of common names such as Ma-
ry. James, personal pronoun is also frequently used in relat-
ion to verbs, e. g. | like, | wish, I think: neutral stimuli in
which no pronouns are used are also presented. The sentence
beginnings may be highly structured such as “The most fun
we had last summer.......”" or highly unstructured such as, in
the sentence beginning “’Sometimes......."

In a recent study Sacks constructed two forms of the
Sentence Completion Test in order to compare the value of
items stated in the first person with items stated in the third
person. Six of seven psychologists participating in the rating
found the form of the test employing the first person to be
superijor. Generally sentences starting from first person or
with the situation in which the subject feels his own, invol-
vement, he reveals his inner feelings.

In this test most of the sentences are starting with first
person or situation is kept in such a way ihat his personal

involvement is necessary. He expresses his own feeling,
liking; attitude etc.

Objectives

The objective of this test is to measure certaln personality
traits. An attempt has been made to measure three personlity
characteristics through the responses of the subjects. These
traits are (1) Sociability, (2) Self Confidence and~t3) Amb-
itious. All the sentences are so framed:that they lead to reveal
the positive or negative aspect related to one of the traits.

Administration

There is no special training required for'a person admini-
stering the test. It is easily be adm_jnistere.d in a group of
30 students like other objective tests.

Instruction Y,

In the Sentence Completion Test the instructions are sim-
ple. The subjects are to be told that it isa simple sentence
completion test. In this test incomplete sentence are given,
and they have to.complete the incomplete sentences as qui-
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ckly as possible with the first thought that ccmes in their
mind. They are expected to writ the sentences that carry
full meaning. There is no time limit in this test, but the
subjects should be asked to complete the test as quickly as
they can. No sentence is to be left incomplete.

Scoring

Every sentence can be placed into the following three cat-
egories :

1. Positive : That shows the positive aspect of one of the

traits. — Award 2 Marks
2. Negative : That shows negative aspect of one of the
traits. —Awards 1 Marks
3. Neutral : That shows neither positive nor negative
aspect traits. —Award 0 Marks

All the marks should be added traitwise as well as of total
test.

Explanation

All the sentences are kept in such a way that either they
reveal the Positive or negative aspect of any one of the given
traits. There is possibility of such responses which may not
reveal either positive or negative aspect of the trait. Such
responses may be classified as neutral responses :
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Sample

This test has been standardized on a sample of 1150 stu-
dents drawn from schools and colleges of M. P., 450 girls and
700 boys are included in the sample by stratified random
sampling method. The age range is 14 to 19 years.



Number of Statements indicating the Trait
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