
MY LTFE ..

and ,

MISSIOl\
Ye&r- Bq;

,{
[-,

ft. I 'fr ,- ,:-t-'-17'>>5
r. lt\ 1v^

SWAi\.lI YMKANANDA

hr



'I cannot touch these sayings
of. his (Swami Vivekananda),
scattered as they are through the
pages of books at thirty years'
distance, wilhout receiving a

thrill through my body like an
electri.c shock. And what shocks,
what transports must have been
produced when in burning words
they issued from the lips of the
hero !"
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PREFACE,

This lecture lvas delivered by St'ami

Vivekananda to the Shakespeare Club of

Pasadena, California, on January !7: 1.900

It gives a vivid picture of how his great

heart bled for the suffering millions of India'

and also what rvas &is plan for the uplifr of

his motherland to the position of her past

glory. This rvas the only occasion when hc

talkecl before the public so poignantl,v abottt

himself, his inner struggle and sorror{:.

Very recently lve got the report of the'

lecture through the cout'tesy of an Amelican

friend. While editing the manuscript. rr-'

have intentionally made as ferv changes a'

possible-in order to presel-1re the charm aucl

force of the original sPeech'

ADVATTA i\sgneua
lLLv,tvltr, IITMAI.AYAS
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MY I,IFE AND MISSION

Now, ladies and gendemen, the subject for
this morning was to have been the *edunta
Philosophy. That subject itself is inreresr_
ing, but rather dr,v and very vast.

Meanwhile, I have been askecl by ,vour
president and some of the ladies and gentle-
men here to tell thenr. something about my
work and what tr have been doing. trr may
be interesting to some here. but not so much
so ro me. In fact, I don't quite know horr
to tell it to you, for this will have treen the
first time in rny iife that I have spoken on
that subject.

Now, to understancl rvhat I have been
trying to do, in my small way, I will take
you, in imagination, to India. We have nor
tirne to go into all the cletails and all the
ramificarions of the subject ; nor i4 it possible
for you to understand all the complexiti", in
a foreign race, in this short time. Suffice it
to say, I wili ar least ffy ro give you a little
picture of what Inrlia is like.
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}IY LIFE AND I,IISSION

k is like a gigantic building all tumbled
<lol'n. in ruins. At first sight, then, ther.e is
little hope. It is a nation gone and ruined.
But you nait and study, then you see solnc_
thing beyond that. The truth is that so trong
as rhe principle, the ideal, of which rhe ourer
man is the expression, is not hurt or des-
troled, the man lives, ancl there is hope for
thar man. If your coat is stolen ,**rrry
times, rhat is no reason rvhy you shoukl be
destroyed. You can ger a new coat. The
coat is unessential. The fact that a rich man
is robbed does not hurt the vitality of the
tnan, does not mean death. The man n ill
sulviye.

Standing on this principle, we look in and
rr-e see-rvhat? India is no longer a politicai
power; it is an enslaved race. Indians have
no say, no voice in their own governmrnt;
they are three hundred millions of slaves_
nothing more ! The average income of a
man in India is two shillings a month. The
colllmon state of the vast mass of the people
is starvation, so that, with the least decrease
in income, millions die. A little famine
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means death. So there, too, when I look on
that side of India, I see ruin-hopeless min.

But we find that the Indian race never
stood for rvealth. Although they acquirecl
immense rvealth, perhaps more than an,v
,other nation ever acquired, yet the natioll
<lid not stand for ri,ealth. It rvas a pou,erful
race for ages, yet rve find that that nation
never stood for power, never weltt out of the
country to conquer. ;,euite content tvithin
their own boundaries, they never fought
anybody. The Indian nation never stoorl
for imperial glory. Wealth ancl power, rhen,
rvere not the ideals of the race...

What then? Whether they were tvrong
or right-that is not rhe qr"rtion lve discuss

-that nation, among all the children of men,
has believed, and believed intensell,, that
this life is nor real. T'he real is Gocl ; and
they must cling un6e that God, through thick
and thin. In the midst of rheir cle.gradation,
religion camc firsr.. Ihe Hlndu m"an drinks
religiously, sleeps religiously, r.r,alks reli-
giously, marries religiously, robs religiousll..

Did you ever see snch a country? If 1,ou

J
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I{Y LIFE, AND trIISSION

I\-ant to get. uP a gang of lobbers, the leader

wiil have to preach some so1't o{ religion,
then formulate some bogus metaphysics, anrl

sar- that this method is the clearest ancl

quickest way to get to God. Then he finds

a following. Otherrvise, not' Thar shott's

tirat the vitality of the race, the rnission o{

the race is reiigion ; ancl because that has not

been touched, therefore that race lives.

' See BgEg,. Rome's mission n'as imPerial

pcrrer, expansion. Ancl so soon as that n'as

touched, Rome fell to pieces, passed out.

The mission of Greece lvas intellect, as soon

as that *u, to,r"f,"a, ivhl', Greece passed out'

So in modern times, S?r,i1i, and aI1 these

rnodern countries. Each nation has a mission

for the r,vorld. So long as that mission is nct
hnrt, that nation lives, despite every difficulty.
But as soon as its rnission is destroyed, the

nation collapses.

Now, that vitality ,if trndia has not been

rouched yet. They have not given uP that'
and it is still strong-in spite of all their
supelstitions. $ideous superstitiQn! are

there. most rev,itrting. some of them-never

4
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*rind. The national life-current is still there

-the 
mission of the race.

The Indian nation never rvill be a porver-

{ul, conquering peopls-nsv61. They rvill

never be a great political Poli'er ; that is not

tireir business, that is not the note India has

to play in the great harmony of nations' But

ri'hat has she to play? God, and God aione'

She clings unto that like grim death' Stil}

there is hoPe there.

So then, after your analysis, you come to

the conclusion that all these things, a1l this

poverty and misery, are of no consequence-

iir" *un is living still, and therefore there

is hope.
Well I You see reiigious activities going

on all through the country. I don't recalt

a year that has not given birth to several

new sects in India. The stronger the current,

the more the rvhirlpools ancl eddies' SectsS

are not signs of decay, tlpy are a sign o8

Iife. Let sects multiply, till the time comes

rvhen every one of us is a sect, each incii-

vidual. We need not quarrel about that'

Now, take Your countq'. (I don't mean

5



}IY LIFE AND }IISSION

an\ criticisrn). Here the social larvs, the
political formarion, everyrhing, is made to
lacilitate rnan's journey in this life. He ma1'
Iile ver-v happily so long as he is on this,
ear-rh. Look at your streets-how clean!
Yonr beautiful cities! And in how many
I\-avs a man can make money! Horv many
cirannels to ger enjoyment in this life! But"
if a man here should say, "Notrr look here,.
I shall sit don n under this tree and medi
tate; I don't nant to $,ork," t{,h,rr, he rvoulcl
have ro go to jail. .See? There would be no
chance for him at all. None. A man can
live in this society only if he falis in line.
He has to join in this rush for the enjoyment
of good in this life, or he dies.

Norv lct rrs go back to India. There, if a

rnan says, "I shall go and sit on the top of
that mountain and look at the tip of my
rtose all the rest of my days," everybody sa).s,.
"Go, and God-speed to youl" FIe need not i

speak a n ord. Somebody brings him a little
cloth. and he is all right. But if a man says,
"Behold, I am going to enjoy a littie of this,
life," cvery door is closed to him.

6

n say that the ideas of both countries are.

tinjust. I see no reason why a man here

shqllrid not sit dor,vn and look at the tip of
his r.rose if he likes. tr\rhy should everybody
here do just what the majority here does? I
see 1x0 reason.

Nor why, in.India, a man should not have

the goods of this life and make money. Rttt

)rou see how those vast millions are forced

to accept the opposite point of view by

tyranny. This is the tyranny of the sages.

This is the tyranny of the great, tyranny of
the spiritual, tyranny of the intellectual,
tyranny of the rvise. And 1!re tYlanny of the

rvise, rnind you, is muc[,pore-powerfql than

the tyranny of the igrrgrlnt. The rvise, the

intelnectual, $,hen they' take to forcing their
opinions upon others, know a hundred

thousand rvays to make bonds and barriers
rvhich it is not in the power of the ignorant

to break. i
Now, I say that this thing has got to stop'

There is no use in sacrificing millions and

mintrions of people to produce one spiritual
giant. If it is possible to make a societl'

7
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r'heie the spiritual gianr rr,ill be proclucerl
:rircl ali the rcst oI tlte peoplc rt,ill lre luppi
:rs \rell, ti:at is good ; but if the millions have
iir lte ground dorvn, tlrat is unjust, Bettel
ihai the one g-teat rnan should su{fet for the
.aivation of the rrorld.

In er.er1, ration 1'or-r rr-i1l havc to rturk
rhrough their methocls. 'fo everv rllalr you
n'iil have to speak in iris orvn language. No$r,
in England or in America, if you 1vatlt tc)

pleach religion to them. rou rvill have to
ri'ork through political metlrods-.make or.ga-

nisations, societies, rvitir r.oting. balloting, a

pre sident, ancl so on, bccause that is the
ianguage, the rnethod of the \{iestel.n racc.
On the othcr hand, if you \vant t{l spcak of
poiitics in India, \,ou rnlrst speak through
ihc lannuage of lcligion. You l'ill irave to
tcli them solnethins like this: "The rnan
rlho cleans ]1is house cverv morlaing ivill
;rccluire such and such an amount of rnerit,
he rrili go to heavetl, ol' he cornes to Gocl."
L'nless \.oll put it that rray, they lyori't listen
io \ clll. It is a questiotl of language , The
lhing done is the san:r:. Rut .rrrith ever), race,

8
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: fou will have to speak their language. in
order to reach their hearts. And that is quitc
just. We necrl llot fret about that.

In the Order to rrhich l belong 1r-e ar.e

called Sannvasins. T'he rvord means "a man
rvho has renounced." This is a verl', r'elr',
lery ancient Crde r'. Er en Budciha, ryho rras
560 years be{ore Christ, belonged ro thrt
Order. FIe ryas one of tire reforurers cf his
Order. That n'as ali. So ancient! You fincl
it mentioned arvay back ir-r the Vedas, the
oldest book in the tyorld. In old India thele
\r:as the regulation that c\,er)' iltan anci
t[oman, toll,ards the cnd cf their lives, must
get out of sociai life altcgether and think of
nothing except God and their o*'n salvation.
This was to get ready for the great evenr-
death. So o1d people used rrr l:ecomc
Sannyasins in those ear'ly cla,vs" Later on,
loung people began to give up rhe norld.
And young pcoplc are actir,'e. Ther- co,.rlrl
not sit dorvn under a tlee and think all the
time of their on"n death, so the)' *,ent abont
preachine and starting sccts, ancl so o11.
'Iirus, Buddha, being \111119, started that

CO



:r.'ar reicrm. Had he been an old man, ire
rr'r:Lrlci hare looked at the tip of his nose and
,riecl quietlr'.

The Order is not a chui'ch and the people
rr )ro join the Order are not priests. There is

.11 absolute differe nce bet\r'e en the pricsts

.irc1 the Sann,vasins. In India, priestlrood,
iiiie eren' other business in a social life, is

rr heleditar'1' profession. A priest's son u,ill
l;rconre a priest, just as a carpenter's son rvill
i;e a carpenter, or a blacksmith's son a black-
:rnith. The priest must altvays be marriecl.
The Hindu cloes not think a man is com-

plete lrnless he has a l,ife. An unmarried
nrau has no rili-ht to perform religious
ier emonies.

The Sannyasins clon't possess propert)I,
.inci the-v clo not maily. Beyond that there
i. no organisation. The onl1, bond that is

tl-rei'e is the bond betr,r,een the teacher ancl

rhe taught-and tl'rat is peculiar to India.
The teacher is not a man rvho comes just to
rcach me and I pay him so much and there
i: encls. In India it is really like an adop-

lion. The teachel is rlore thau my orrn

IO
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father, and I am truly his chiid, his son in
every respect. I orte him obedience ancl
reverence, first, before rny o$rn father, even;
because, they say, tire father g.ave me this
body, but fte shorved me the way to salvation,.:
he is greater than father. And rve carry this
love, this respect for our teacher all our lives.
And that is the only organisation that exists.I adopt my disciples. Sometimes the teacher.
l,ill be a young man and the disciple a r,ery
old man. But never mincl, he is the son ancl
ire calls rne "Father" ancl I have to address
him as my son, my daughter, and so on.

Non, I happened to get an old man to
{:each me, and he rvas very pecuiiar. He clicl
not go much for intellectual scholarship,
scarcely studied books; but rvhen he nas a
bo,v he rvas seized rvith the tremendous id.ea
of getting truth direct. First he trieci by
studying his orvn religion. Then he got the
idea that he musr ger rhe ttuth oi other
leligions ; and rvith that idea he joined all
the sects, one after another. For the time
being, he did exactly lvhat they tolcl him ro
do-lived rvith the devorees of these differenr

II
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\ L1FE ,{\D }IISSION

. . .. -.'- .ri: r. 1.rlrtil interpenetrateci rt'ith tht:

.:.:-:ii,.u idea1 of that sect, After a fe\\'

..,: r i:t rrrrttld go to another sect' When he

:r,1\'. sone thrrtttgh u'ith a1l that, he came ttl

..re conciusion that they rvere all goocl. Hc

.,.r11 no ci'iticism to o{Ier to any olle; the}'

lul'e all so llfant' i:aths leading to ihe same

?,ral. And then he said: - "That is a glorious

ti-rii-rg, that there shoulcl be so many Paths'
hecause if thele rt'ere only one Path, perhaps

it rtoultl srtit onlr'' an incliviclual rnan. Thc
r.uore the nttmber of paths, the rnore the

chance for everv one of us to knorv the trltth'
If I cannot be taught in one lauguage, I rvill
ti\- another, attd so on." Thus his benedic-

rion $'as for every religiotl.
5<111,, all the ideas that I preach are onll

an attetnPt to echo his icleas. Nothing is

urine originally excePt the rt'icked ones,

cler)'thing tr sa,v whicil is false and u'icked'

But everl' rt'ord that I have et'er Llttered

rvhich is true and good, is sirnply an attempt

to echo his roice. Read his iite bi Prof. Max

\Iiiller.
\Vell, therc at his feet I conceiverl these

IIY I-IFII AND TIISSION

icleas. There, rvith sorne other 1;esng men.
I l'as just a boy. I rrcnt therc urhen I rvns

about sixteen. Some of tlre othcr boys tlere
stiii youn.qer, some a little older-about e

,dozeu or mor"e. Ancl togcthcr \vc conceit'ccl
tlrat this icleal iracl to be spreacl. And nor
onlv spread, but madc practical. That is ro
say- \tc rlust shotv rhe spirituality of thc
Hindus, the mercifr.rlness of ttre Buclclhists,
the activity of the Christians, the brothcr-
hoocl of the X{ohanlmedans, by our plactical
Iivcs. "\4re slrall srar:r a universal rcligion
r-lorr and here," \\re sairl. "\,tre rvili tlot
rrait."

Our teacher rras an old rnan rlho rtclnlcl
rcver touch a coin rvith his hands. He took

.iust the little food offercd, just so lnanv
yards of cotton cloth, no tnore. He could
rlever be inducecl to take an,v otirer g^if t.

\'Vith all these rnan,ellous ideas, he l'as stricr.
because that nrade hinr fi'ee. The monk irr
India is the friend of the prince to-day, cline s

ri'ith him ; and to-molrow he is rvith the
beggar, sieeps under a trce. He must comc
in[G contact l ith eler']-oue, lnust ahr'ar s

r3
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ril.i\ e about. As the saying is, "The roliing
srone gathers no moss." The last fourteen
veals of my, life, I have never been for threc
mcinths al a time in an,v one place-cotlti-
nually rolling. So do we all.

Norr', this handful of boys got irold of

rhese icleas, ancl zrll the practical results that
splang out of these ideas. Universal religion,
great s,ympath,v for the poor, and all that,
are ver,v good in theory, but one mtlst

irractise I

Then came the sad clay rl'heu otrr old
teacher diecl. l'Ve nursed him the best rvc

conlcl. We had no friencls. \,\rho rvoulci

listen to a fe*, boys, rr.ith their crank notions?

Nobod,v. At least, in India, boys are no-

boclies. Just think of it-a dozen boys.

relliirg people last, big ideas, saying they arc

determined to totk tirese icleas out in life.
\\rl-i1', ever1,bocl,v iaughed. Frorn iaughtel-, it
became serious ; it became pet:secution.

lVhy, the parents of the boys came to feel

like spanking every one of us. And the mole
\re lr'ere deritled, the more cletermined wr,

became.

MY LIFE AND MISSION

Then came a terrible time-for me per-
sonally and for all the other boys as rvell. But
to me came such misfortune I On the one

side w'as my mother, my brothers. My father

clied at that time, and r,-e nere left poor. Oh.
very poor, almost starving all the time. I
rvas the only hope of the family, the onir
one rvho could clo anl'thing to help them. i
had to stand betnreer my two worlds. On
the one hand, I rvould hat'e to see m)' rnother

and brothers starve unto death; on the other'.

I had believed that this man's ideas rvere

for the good of India and the n'orld, ancl

had to be preached aud rvorked ont. Anrl so

the fight went on in my mind for da1's ancl

months. Sometimes I ivould pral for fir'e or

six clays and niglrts t()gether, withoul stop-

ping. Oh, the agony of those davs! I l-as

living in hell! The natural affections of mr

boy's heart dral,ing mc to my famil1'-I
could not bear to see those n'ho rvele the

nearest and dearest to me suffering. On the

other hand, noboclt' to sympathise rt'ith ure.

Who would sympathise rvith the imaginations
of a boy? Imaginations that causecl so muci-t

r5
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body of this rnan. He ncler kner,r, whether
he rvas living or dyirrg, or anything. Sorne-

tirnes, rr4ren talking, he rvoulcl get so excitccl
that if he sat on live charcoals he did not
knon it. I.ive charcoals! Forgetting' a1l

about his body, all the time.
\Arell, that lady, his luife, l,as the only one

rvho syrnpathisecl rvith the idea of those .boys.

But she l,as powerless. She rl,as poorer ttlan
r{/e \vere. Ner,er mind! We plunged iuto
the breach. I believed, as I rvas living, tirat
these ideas rvere going to rationalise India ancl

bring better clays to man\r lands and forcigrr
races. \Vith that belicf, came the realisation
that it is better that a fslg persons suifer than
that such ideas should clie out of the rvorld.
What if a mother or trvo brotlrers ciie? It is a

sacrifice. Let it be clone. No great thing'
can be done rvithout saclifice, The heart
must be plucked out and the bleeding hear"t

placed upon the altar. Then great things
are done. r Is there any otheu way? None
have found it. I appeal to cach one of yott.

to those rvho have accomplished any great
thing. Oh, horv much it has cost! \\Ihat

I:

t
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-,:i:ei'ilg to (/thersl \\riro rtoulel sympathisc
- r.h :ue ? Ncnc-except onc.

Tnat one's sympathy brought itlessing and
', ,pe. She *'as a r{oman. CJr-rr teachet, this
'..r-:il monk. rvas married rr,,hen he was a bo,v,

r i:rele child. \\/hen hc lrecarne a ]'ounpi
--:rr:r. aird all this religious zcal rvas upon
.,.n. he canre [o see liis u'ife. Although thel,
.reC been rnarried as children, they had not
'.c-r \e1'1- uruch of each other trntil they rvere

ii'r)rrn Llp. Then he came to his rvife and
::lici: "Behol"d, I am 1,onr husband; you have
,i light to this body. But I cannot live thc
-er iifc. although I have married you. I ieavc
i: to vour judgment." AnrI she wept and
.ricl; "God speed you! Thc Lord bless you!
.{nr I the lr'orr}an to degrade you? If I can,
I rr'i)l help vou. ()o on in y,our $,ork."

fhat rr,ns the tvoman. The husband went
,;n :lnd became a rnonk, in iris orvn rvay; and
ir()nl a distancc the rvife l$cnt on helping as

i,tuch as she could. And later, r'hen the rnan
r:ecl becorne a great spiritr-rai u-iant, she carne

-r'callr', 
she lvas the first disriple-and she

.oeut the rest of her life takiris care of the

r6
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11g,rn\ I \\'hat torture! What terrible su{Ier-
rrg is behind every cleed of success, in every
lilc. Yon know that, all of yon.

-{nd thus vrre 1{e1t[ on, that band of boys.
The only thing u'e got from those around us
lras a kick and 2 gu15s-1hat was all. OI
coul'se, l,e had to beg from door to d.oor for
our food-got hips and har{s-the refuse of
ever)'thing. A piece of br:ead here and rher.e.
\\-e got hokl of a broken-dol,n okl house,
rlith hissing cobras lir.ing underneath; antl,.
becaube that rvas the cheapest, we rvent into
that house and lived there.

Thus we went on for some years, in the
rneanu,hile makinpJ excursions all over India,
trf ing to trring altour the idea graduallv.
l'en -vears lvere spent rvithout a ray of light!
len ruore ,vears ! A thousand times despon-
ciency came; but there rvas one thing ailr,a1s.

to keep us hopeful-the rremendous faithful"
rless to each other, the tremendous love br:.

tlreen us. I have got a hundred men anri
Iromer] around me; if I become the der ii
himself to-morrow, they rvill sar : "Here rr-c

arc still! We'll never give 1'ou upl" Thar

r8
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is a glcat blcssing. ln happiness, irl n.liier r.
in farnine, in pain, in the gr:ave, in heei cr:
or in hell, he rvho
rrrena : rs il;;;T,";i'1"1ff "o^'i l:,;
rnay have salr.ation through such frienclship.
That brings sal',.ation, if rve can lor.e like
that. If we have that faithfulness, rvhr-, therc
is the essence of all concelrtl-ation. you need
not worship anl.gods in the rvoricl if you har e
that faith, that strength, that love. And that
rras there r,r'irh us all tluoughout tltat harrl
tinle. That rvas there. That made us gL)
irorir the Himalalas to Cape Comorin, irou.r
the Indns to Brahmaputra.

'Ihis band of boys began ro rravel aborrr.
Gladually rve began to drarr- atterjrion :

ninety per cent rras anragonism, r.ely littie oi
rt r.vas helpful, For we had one farrlt: \r.
ilcre boys-in poverty and ryith all the roir-qir_
ness of boys. FIe rvho has to make iris cirvn
tr'ay" in life is a bit rough, he has not muclr
tirne io be snrooth and suave and polite_,,rnr
.t,l, rrrd mr- gentlerrran,,, anr! all tlrat. \.^ir

-,:r,,t seen that in life, alnays. He is a rolrsit
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rliamoucl. he has not much polish, he is a

jorel in an inciiflerent casket.

Arrcl thele \\'e \\'ere. "No conptotlist!"
rras tlre rr,atchu'olr1. "This is tl-re idcal arrd

tiris Jras got to bc carrictl out. I[ l-e tnect
tlie king, though rve clie, \re must gile hirn a

bit of our rnincls; if the peasirnt, the sarne."

Naturally, \\re met l.ith antagonism.
Brtt, nrind you, this is }ife's experienr:e: i[

r on r eally rvant tlle good of othel's, the rvhotrc

universe may stancl against you and cannot
hrrrt ).oll. It lrlrst clumble befor'c vour

potr{er of thc I-ord Himself in you, if you arc

sincere ancl really unselfish. Ancl those br-rys

rvere that. Thev carle as childrcn, pulc ancl

fuesh flom the hirncls of natttrc. Said ,lur
\-[astcr: "I \r,ai]t to c]ffer at tirc eltar of the
l,orcl only those florqers tlrat havc not even
I:e e n smelled, fruits that have not .been

touched ltitir the fingers." The rvords of
tlie great man sustained us all. For lle sarv

through the future life of those boys that hc

collected from the streets of Calcutta, so to
say. Peoplc usecl to laugh at him rvhen he

saicl: "\'orl rtill se e-this lrny, that lru,r,

r\IY l-1F1, AND h{ISSI0N

wlrat trre becoutes." His f;rith rras unal[er-

able. "llother shon'ed it to nte. i rnal' bi
rleak, but nhcu she says this is so-She catl

nt-'ver rtake mistakes-it ilrust be so."

So things ll'ent on and on fot ten l ear,

rvithout an,v light, but u'ith ml"irealth break'

ing all the time. It tells on the botlf in ti-re

Iong run: so{netirues olle meal at nine iu
the evening, another tirne a nreal at eigilt in
the urorning, another zrfter t$'o da1's, another

after three dal's-and allva;'s the poorest anrl

rrxrghest thing. I\rho is going to give to the

bcggar the goocl things trre has? And theii.

tire1, have not much in India. And tnosi ot

the time ualkitrg, climbing snow peaks.

sometimes ten tniies of hard motttttain clinib'
ing, just to get a meal. Thel'eat unleavenecl

bread in Inclia, and sometimes they hale ir
srored anay foL t\{enty or thirty da,vs, utltil
it is harder than bricks; and then the,v lr ill
give a sqlrare of that. J 'w'oulrl have to gc

irom house to irouse to collect sufficient for
,,ile meal. And then the bread rt'as so hard.

li rnade my rnouth bleecl to eat it. Literalli".
\ rr.1i call brr:ali )'our teeth on that braC.
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Thcn I rlould pllt it in a pot arld portr o\icr
it l'ater from the rir,er. For mcinths ancl

i]ronths I existed 1ln1 1sn1,-of course it was

relling on the health.
Tlren I thought, I have tricd India; it is

tirne for me to try another colintry. At that
rirne your Parliament of Religions u-as to be

irelci, and someone rvas to be sent from India.
I rr-as just a vagabond, but I said: "If 1'orr
send me, I am going. I have not rnuch to
lose, :rnd I don't care if I lose that." It n'as
r er,v diflicult to find the money, but after a

iong struggle they got together just enough
to pa,v for my passage-and I came. Caure
{}r1c or two months earlier, so that I found
m1'self drifting about in the streets here,

rlithout knorving anybody.
But finally the Parliarnent of Religions

lrpenecl and I met kind friends, rvho helped
nre right along. I u,orked a little, collected
funcls. started trvo papers, and so on. dftcr
rhat I rrent over to England anrl lvorked
thet'e. At the same time I carriecl lr tile
rlork for India in America, too.

l{r' plan for India, as it has been deve-
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loped ancl centralised, is this: I have to1cl

1'ou of our lives as mr>nks there, how rre gir
from door to door, so that religion is br-or.rgl'rt

to everybody ruithout cirarge, except, pcr-
haps, a broken piece of bread. That is rrhr
):ou see the lo'w,est of the lorv in India hrild-
ing the most exaltecl religions ideas. It is all
through the rvork of these monks. But ask

il rnan, "!Vho are the English?"-he does not
kuow. He says perhaps, "They are rhe chilcl-
ren of those giants they speak of in rhose

books, are they not?" "\'\rho e'o\rerns 1'ou?"
"\Ve don't knorv." "\\rhat is the govern-
rnent?" They don't knolv. But they knoir
philosophy. It is a practical rvant of intellec-
tnal education about life on this earth ther
suffer from. These millions and millions of
people are ready for life beyond this rvorld-
ii r.rot that enough for them? Certainll' not.
I iier must hal,e a better piece of bread ancl

, berter piece of rag on -rheir bodies. Thc
-:'car question is, horv to get that better breacl
,:rii })erter rag for these sunken millions.

l-ir.'t, I must tell you, there is great hrpc
:.'. r-nr . because, \'olr sce, they ar.c tl-rc

2_?
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"[tr1, r'cry quiet, r.er1' geutle, anrl, a.bove all.
not given to vice. :1 The irbsence of any strong
drink, oh, it makes thern infinitely super-ioi'

to the mobs of any other countr)'. You catr-

not conlpare the decency of life among tilc
poor in India rvith life in the slums here. A
.slttm means poverty, but poverty does ilot
rurean sin, indecency,, ancl vice in India. In
other cotrntries, thc opportrrlritics alc suclr

that only the indecent ancl the laz,v need bc
poor'. There is no rcason for povertv unless
one is a fooi or a blackguarcl-the sort wh()
rlant city life and zrll its luxuries. Ther
r{olr't go into the courrtt'},. They sa1', "\fc
u'e here lvith all thc fun, and you must gir.e
Lrs lrreacl." But that is not tire case in India.
.'rhere the poor fellours lvork hard from morn-
ing tc sunset. ancl srlmeltocly else takes tire
lycacl out of their hanrls, ancl their children
'-,i irungr),. Notu'ithstanding thc millions of
' ,itr of u'heat raised in Incliir, scarcell'a grain

liiLi tilc rnouth of a peasant. He lives upon
; poorest corn, rr4rich t'ou urcnld not feed
' rr' ( anAt'\ birds.

\,,rr therc is no reason rvlry they shoulrl

25

3clltlest people on eal'til. Not that they are

tiuricl. When they lvant to fight, they figlrt
likc demons. The l:est soldiers tire Englislr

iiar c are recruitecl from the peasantry ttf

inclia. Death is a thirlg of no importallce to
rhem. Their attitude is, "Trtentv titnes I
have died before, and I shall die many times

after this. What of that?" They nevel: turrr

back. The,v arc not given to much emotion,

I;ut they make vel,v good fighters.

Their instinct, ho$'cver, is to plougll. If
r on rob thern, murder them, tax thern, do

anr thing to them, they rvill be quiet and

q'cntle, so long as rvou leave them frce to

plactise their reliS;ion. They never interfere

ir-ith the rcligion of others. "Leave us liberty
to 'u,orship our gods, and take eYeq'thing

else!" That is their attitude' \\rhen the

English touch them there, trouble starts.

That rras the real cause of the '57 mtltinl'.-
thcv l,ould not bear religious repression.

The great Mohammedan govelnmcl)ts were

sirlply blown up because they touched the

h-rdians' religion.
But aside fi'orn that, they are \rer!- peace-

24
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slrffer such distress-these people; oh, so

pure and good! I'Ve hear so much talk about

the sunken millions, and the degradeci lvometf

of India-bllt none come to our help. What

rlo they say? TheY saY: "You can onh'

bc helped, you can only be good by ceasing

to be rvhat yolr are. It is useless to help

Hinclus." These people dn not know the

history of races. There u'ill be no rnore

Inciia if they cirauge their religion and their

inStitutions, because that is the vitaiity o(

that race. It rvill disappear so, rea1ly' yott

rvill have nobodY to helP'

Then thclc is thc otltcr grei'lt lx)int tr)

lcarn: that you can nevel' help, realll" What

carl we clo for each other? You arc grorving

iir 1'our own life, I arn grr-lu'ing in nly own'

lr is possible that I can give you a push ir:

1'u.r. lif", knolving that, in the long run' a1l

roads lead to Rome. It is a steady €i1'olvth'

No national civilisation is perfect' yet' Give

that civilisation a push, and it 'ivili arrivc at

its olsn goal: don't strive to change it' Take

away a nation's institutions, cllstolns ancl

... ?o *
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malliters, ancl l,hat will bc left? Tircr. lr,_,1ri

the nation together.
But here comes the ver1, iearnecl fr.rrei3n

man. and he says, "l,ook here ; 1-on gir-e u1,.

ail those institutions and customs of thr..,u-
sands of years, and take mr, tom-fool tirr 1;,rr
ancl be happ,v." T'his is all nonsense.

\trre tvill have ro help each other, bur rr.c
I-rat'e to g'o one step farthel: tire first thing i.
to hecome unsclfish in help. ,,If ,vou clo jr,rst
rr,hat I tell ,vou to do, I u,ill help vou. C)ther.-
uisc not." Is that heip?

.\nd so, if the Hindus rvanr ro help roLr
spiritualiy, there r,r,ill be no question of linri_
trrtions: perfect unselfishness. I give, anci
ther"e it ends. It is gone from me. NI1. minc1.
lnv Irotlrers, lrl)/ eyer_vthing that I iravc r, r

givc. is giverr: gir.en with the idea to gir.,.
.ircl iro more. I har,e seen mauy times peoplc
'r,.r1,, |1;11.s robbed half the rvorkl, ancl ther

-rrc S20,000 "to convert the heathen.,' \\'h.t
:,- For the benefit of the heathen, or f,,r
:.r i)1\-n souls? .|ust think of that.

\rcl the Nemesis of crirne is l,orking. \\'t
.r'\' ro hoodryink olll- o1{:n e\.es. Bui

&.f*t.*,l F^t!- .-- -=-
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iu'icic [he hcalt, He has remained' the real

:e lf . He tlever forge ts' \'tle can nevef

rltiucie Him. His cyes will never be hood-

rrinkecl. \,\/henever thel'e is any impr'rlse of

r-eal charit,v, it tells, though it be at ttre cnci

<,ri a thottsancl years. Obstructerf it )"et'

rr'akens, once lrore to 
.blrrst like a thttnder-

bolt. Ancl every impulse tvhere the motive

is selfish, scif-seeking-though it lnay be

iaunche cl forth 'tt'ith ail thc nel{spapcrs

blazoning, all the mobs standing and cheer-

inq._it fails to reach the mark'

I anr not taking pricle in this' But, mark

r or1, I irave tolcl the stolv of that group of

bovs. To-<lay thcre is not a village, llot :I

lilarl. tfot a l\:oman in India that does rtrlt

knorr- their rvork ancl bless thern' There is

nor a famine in the lancl rvhere these boys do

not l:lrtnge in ancl try to work and lescue as

,.,ror.,.' o, thev can. And that strikes to tlle

i-reart. fhe peopie come to knorv it' So

1,ciir rthcnever you can, but mind what ,vottr

nroiive is. If it is selfish, it u'ill neither bene-

frt those vou help, nor 1'ourself' If it is tln-

:eifish. it t'ill bring blessings tiPoll thfru to

eE
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rrhour ir is given, and infinite blessings upoi:
,-vor!, st-rre as )ou are living. The Lord can
never he hoodrvinkeri. The iary of Kzrrmrr
can never be hoodlvinked.

Weil ther-1, rnv plans are, thereforc, to
reach these nlasses of India. Suppose ,vor.r
star-t scltools all or er India for the poor."
still 1,olr callnot educatc thern. Hou, can
vou? The boy of four years lvould bettei
go to the plough or to n ork, than to ),orit'
schr,lr;l. He cannot go to your school. It is

impossible. Self-presen/atiorl is the first
instinct. But if the mountain does not go
to Nfohammed, then Mohammecl can col]le to
the urountain" lrVhy not education go from
rlool tr: door, say L If a ploughman's bo1'
( annot come to education, why not meet hirn
nt the plough, at the factory, just rvheret.er
ire is? Go along rvith him, like his shaclox'.

But tirere are these hundreds and thousands
.r nonks, educating the pepple on the spiri-
uul plane; why not let these men do the

...ne rr'olk on the intellectual plane? UIh)'

.- ulci thel' not talk to the masses a little
'.r: historr,-about many things? The

29
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cars are the be st educators. The best

principles in our lives n'ere those rvhich rve

hearcl frorn our mothers through our ears'

Books came much later. Book-learning is

nothing. Through the ears lt'e get the best

formative principles. Then, as they get more

nnd rnotc interestcd, they may come to youl

books too. First, let it roll on and on-that
is ilrf ids3.

Well, I must tell you that I am not a vcry

S^reaq beliet'er in monastic systems' They

ho"" grau, merits, and also great defects'

There should be a perfect balance benueen

thc monastics and the householders' But

monasticism has absorbed all the Polver

in India. We rePresent the greatest Po\{'er'

The monk is greater than the prince '

Tirere is no reigning sovereign in lndia

rr,ho dares to sit dorvn rvhen the "yellot'-

cloth" is there. He gil'es up his seat and

stands. Norv, that is bad, so rnuch Pol\Icr'
even in the hanrls of good men--although

these monastics have been the bulrvark of tire

people. They stancl benveen the priestcraft

anil knon'leclge. They are the centres of

1()
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knorvlerlge and reform. They are just rthat
the prophets were among the .|ervs. Tlic
prophets nere alrvays preachine against thc
priests, trying to thro.lv out srulersritinn.. S,-_,

are they in India. But all the sanre so
rnuch po\ver is not good there; better methocls
should be u,orked ont. But you can onir
r,vork in the line of least resistance. The
tvhole national soul there is upon lrlonas_
ticism. You go to Inclia ancl preach :rnr
religion to a householder. T-he Hindu peoplc
rvill turn back ar;,i go our. If y,61, have gir.en
up the norld, howe',.er, they say: .,He 

is
qood, he has given up rhe rvorlcl. He is a

-sincere rltan, he t\.ants to do rvhat ire
preaches." trVhat I mean ro say is this, that
it represents a tremendous power. \Vhat rre
can clo is just to transform it, gir.e it anothcr.
r1)1'ut. This tremendous porver in the hands
, i the loving Sannyasins of Inclia has got to
'rc tLansformed, and it rvill raise the massc\

\ orv, 1'on see, .rve have brougirt the plan
.lir'n nicely on paper; but I have taken it.

. : the same tillte, from the regions of ideal-

1I
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ism. So fal the plan t'as loose and iclealistic:'

As years went on, it became more ancl more

conclensecl ancl accurate; I began to see b]'

actnal rvorking its defects, and all that'

What clici I cliscover in its working ou

the material plane? First, thele must be

centres, to educat" these monks in the methocl

of education. Ft'rr instance, I send one of m1-

rnen and he goes about rvith a camera: he

has to be taught in those things himself' In

lnclia, you rvill fincl eYery man is quite

illiterate and that teachiiiS requires tremen-

dous centres. And n'hat 'does 
all that mean?

l{oney. From tire idealistic plane you come

to everyday work. Weil? I have r'vorked

harc1, four years in yolu country' and two

in England' And I irrn very thankful that

some friends carne to the resclle' One' lvho

is here to-day lvith vot-t, is amongst them'

There are American friends and English

lriencls rvho went over lvith me to India' and

there has been a very rude beginning' Some

English people came and joined the orders'

One porrr rnan worke<l hard and died in

Inclia. There are an Englishman and an

},Y LIF[, AND }IISSION

Englishrronran u,ho hat,e r-erireci ; the1. har t_

solne uteans of their oln, and they har r
.started a certre in the Himalayas, eclncarin,l
the chilcircn. I har.c given them one r,i
lhe papcrs I have started_a copv you rr-il1
firrd there on the table- f:/te Azuaketttrj
Intlia. And there thet, are instructing anci
tu'orking among the people. I have anorhei
centre in Calcutta. Of coulrse, all greilr
rnovements mrrst proceed from tiie capiral.
For urhar is a capital? Ir is the heart of rr

nation. All the blood comcs into the hear.r
nnd rhence it is distributcd ; so all rhe
rteaitir, all the ideas, all the edncation. ail
rL',irituality t,ill converge rou,ards the capital.
rncl spread from it.

I arn giad to tell you I have made a nrrl..
',c-. inning. But tl-rc same ryork I tranr to
. ,. ou parallel lines, for- \vomen. Ancl rni
,r'inciple is: each one helps himself. \Ir
:lu is from a distance. There are Inclian

:lrn. English \.vomen, nr-rcl I hope Americau
. rtn rrili come to take up the ta.sk. .\.
r :. rltev have begur:, I ri':rsh mr hancl.' \,r lltan shall dicfate [o a rrot]tan : r]/)i

.13
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a \\'olrran to a man. Each one is indepen-

rlent. What bondage there ma,v be is onll'

that of love' Women rvill rvork ortt their

orln clestinies-much llctter, too, than men

can evel do for thern' A11 the mischief

io lromen has come because men unclertook

to shape tire destiny of rvotnen' And I don't

I\'ant io start with an,v initial mistake' One

littic mistake made then rvill go on multiply-

ing, and if you succeecl, in the long run that

,r,istakt rl'ill have asstlrned gigantic Pl'oPolr-

tions anrl become hard to correct' So' if I
macle this mistake of employing men to work

out this lgomen's part of the r'vork' rvhy'

rromerl 'rvill never get ricl of that-it u'ill

}'ralc becorne a custolll' But I have got all

ollllortttuitl'' I tolcl 1'ou of the lad'v I'r'hr-r

,r1., ,rr1' N{aster's rrife. lVc have all great

respect for her' She never dictates to tls"

5o ir is quite safc.

Tirat part has to be accourplished'

SOX,IE SAYINGS OF S\t'Ail,II
\,,I\TEKANANDA

1. N{y ideal can be expressecl in a ferr
lr'ords: to preach unto men their divi-
nit_v and hon' to make It manifest in
every rnovement of life.

2. fhis rvorld is in chains of superstition.
I pit;. the oppressed, n he ther men 01.

niomen, and I pity the oppressor morc.
3. The religions oI the rvorld hale becornc

lifeless mockeries. lVhat the rr.orlcl
rvants is character. The rtorld is in
need of those nhose life is one burning
love, selfless. That lot.e n'ill make evcrt.
rycrrd tell like a rJrunderbolt.

-1. The old religions said that he r\.as arl
atheisr rvho did not believe in Goil.
The new religion sa):s rhar he is an
atheist lvho does not believe in himself.

i. \'es, the older- I grotv, the more el,err._
thing seems to me to lie in rnanliness.
This is mv rlew gospel, Do er.en er-il
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like a man! Be l'icketl, i[ yott must''

on a great scale!

{i. First bread and theu r"eligion'

i, So long as e\ien a single dcg in m1

countr)i is rl'ithottt foocl, my t'holc leli-

gion t'il1 be to feed it'

8. If you \\rzult to find God, selve tlratt!

{}. }Iay I be born again and again, rlncl

su{Ier thottsancls of miscries, so that I

, ma,y rvorshiP the only God that exists'

the onll'God I belicve in, the sum totai

of all souls.

10. 'I'ire \Vest is gloaning under the tYrann-v

o[ the Sh,vlocks' and the East is gloaning

uncler the tyranny of the Priests'

ll. The rvhole of Western civilisation rt'ili

crurnble to pieces in the next {ift1' ,vears

if thcre is no spiritual fottndation' It is

hopeless arnd perfectly useless to attemPt
: ,o gor"rn mankincl rt'itir the s$'oLcl'

12. Unclerstand tlrat India is stiil living

because she has her olr'n quot:l yet to
give to the general store of the rvorld's

civilisation.

SOMI] SAYINGS

13. lLemember! the m<:ssage of India i:
airvays 'I/ox the sotLl f ar nature bttt

nattr.re f or tht soul !'
14. -I'i-ie Lord of one religion is the Lortl

of all religions.
15. If one religion lle true , then ail the

others also must be trtle ' Thus tire

Hiuclu faith is volrrs as much as mine'

16. Keep the mo[to before you, "Eievatiou

of the masses rvithour injuring thc

r:e1igion."

i;. \\'ith fiye hunclred men the conquest

of Inclia might take fifty -vears: rvith as

lllan-v \volne n, nol lnore than a feir'

rreeks.
- Frcl)' s,-lu1 is a sun covered rvitir clotlds

'l ignorance ; the di{Ierence benveen

, - r-rl atid soul is due to the difference in

.ler.rsin- of these layers of clourls'

l'i.rrt. thc infinite clteamer, dreatuirrg

- .:. ,Llclrns!

- J , ict Lls be gods, ancl then helP

:.: to be gods' "Bc and ruake" let

i '-,r r-'tII illotto'

J/
36

-r,f 1, .q',li 4rq*-'''-11' .-.,rG +.{,!- tilrf **-' I^llr+t lrm

' .--.".----



$T0CK-VERIF! [S 2006*s?

ndd$.s:a Name

294.555 - WV

lltililIilililililtilttil
G 1761

I

fanand
It,..,=-,

j

l

l

"l

IL

L


